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Students at 
the Skills Training 

Centre in Soweto gifted 
themselves a skill with 
which they can build a 

future.

An 
11 year-old boy 

prayed for a bicycle 
and received it from a 

donor one Sunday 
when he least 
expected it.

A 9 
year old girl in 

community services 
wants to learn. In her 
innocence & wisdom, 
she inspired us with 

her enthusiasm.

Two 
friends gifted 
one another 

encouragement in their 
studies for matric and 

both promise to do well 
in the exams.

For 
an 11-year-old 

girl the greatest gift 
was that she need not 

be worried about 
footsteps in the 

corridor anymore.

A boy's 
good marks at 

our Impact school 
gifts himself enrolment 

at a main stream 
school, where he can 

play rugby.

Our 
other toddlers 

moved to the Yellow 
house at Maria 

Klopperswhere they 
have a house 

mother.

The 
greatest gift 

for one child this 
year was a clean 

bath & his own bed 
to sleep in.

A toddler 
found a family 
and can look 

forward to a life 
where she will be 

special.

We need to listen to our children, play with them, correct bad behaviour and  help them to understand both 
the maths problem and the dangers of linking up with strangers on social media. In fact, we are realizing that 
our children really desire only one gift:  our attention. 

May your Christmas be blessed and may you be the gift for the special people in your life.

Paul Momsen
Chief Executive

Donors' gifts of 
money, goods, 

support and 
encouragement allowed us 

to care for and embrace 
our children and 

students.

Once again we find ourselves in the midst of 
frantic Christmas shopping. We are often 
desperate to find that perfect gift that will 
demonstrate our care for the special people in 
our lives. In the process we may forget what 
Christmas is really about. We are celebrating 
the greatest gift of all. 

Jesus was born for us.  

He made it possible for us to live on this earth as 
children of God and opened our eyes to the 
possibility of being a gift to another person. 

At Abraham Kriel Childcare we strive to be that gift 
for children that are more vulnerable than most. We 
would like to celebrate gifts given and received 
throughout the year.

The best Christmas gift
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School leavers of the Langlaagte class of 2013
It has been a while since we had so many school leavers at the Langlaagte campus.

Ÿ Ray attended a main stream school where she received full honours at her school for cross 
country and has performed well as a middle distance athlete. She is aspiring to a career in 
Human Resources and is looking to do a college course in preparation for this career. Ray has 
been with Abraham Kriel Childcare since the age of two and regards this as her true home. She is 
clearly determined to make a success of her life and is not afraid of work hard to achieve her 
dreams.

Ÿ Lettie and Zenobia have been best friends for years and they grew up to be responsible and 
ambitious young women. Both girls attended the Langlaagte Impact school. Their social worker, 
Latchmy, says that the girls' academic performance has improved greatly. Lettie wants to 
become a nurse and Zenobia wants to become a lawyer. Both plan to work before starting on 
their studies.

Ÿ  Moses has a dream. He wants to become a game ranger. Since he decided what he wanted to 
become in life, his school performance has improved greatly. At present he is doing well enough 
for us to expect a good result. Latchmy is still investigating possible training opportunities for him.

Ÿ Our three LSEN school leavers have their own talents. Keenan was a student leader in his school 
and has been nominated the best welder in his class. He will live with an uncle and aunt, who are 
already looking for training opportunities for him as a welder. His friend from school Sipho also 
has ambitions to become a welder. Both would love to have access to learnerships

Ÿ Moses has also grown up at Abraham Kriel since he was found by a river as a baby. He is a well -
mannered boy, who is interested in working in the hospitality industry. His primary concern is that 
he should be close to Langlaagte as he regards it as home.

Granny, please read to me!

For many years Lesi has been at the heart of the Mouton satellite household as general 
assistant.  Some years ago she was given the opportunity to learn to read and write. Today, at 
age 51 she can read to her granddaughter for the first time in her life. She also helps an eight-
year old boy in Mouton with his reading and writing.

Few people could be more deserving of this opportunity. Lesi always wanted to read and write. 
Her education was cut short as a child, when her mother died in childbirth and she had to take 
over the responsibility of the household.

Thank you for this incredible gift to the prayer group at Linden congregation and to Lesi herself 
for being such an inspiration. www.abrahamkriel.org
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The joy of school shoes

You see it in the lip that is bitten to control a smile that goes from ear to ear and the dull eyes 
that gets a shine when they try on the shoes. Then you know, new school shoes are the best 
GIFT! 

Everyone helped tying shoelaces and fastening buckles, getting feet into shoes, letting a 
child walk away a bit to get the feel of the shoes. Then you see in their eyes that they feel 
cared for a moment. 
Some children argue that the shoes are not too small because they are terrified that there the 
right size may not be available. Others proclaim that the slightly too big shoes will last longer.  
The mom, granny or aunt turns around and her eyes are full of tears as she hugs each 
person to show her appreciation for the shoes her child received.  
On behalf of all these women and children we wish to thank Steinhoff and Jordan for a truly 
wonderful gift.

Bronx school shoes and Tomy
 tackies are pretty expensive. The 

hugs, shiny eyes and broad
smiles are priceless.

A GIFT beyond expectation

Mr Bruno Steinhoff of Steinhoff International believed so strongly in an 
investment in the children and youth of Soweto, that he not only started a 
partnership between Steinhoff and Abraham Kriel Childcare (AKC), he 
contributes his own personal funds towards the project.

10 Years later … Mr Steinhoff, the company, divisional Steinhoff companies 
and employees remain involved in various ways to support the programme 
and often visit the kids in Soweto.
To celebrate the 10th year partnership, the children and their childcare givers  
were treated to a day at the Johannesburg Zoo where guides changed an 
ordinary visit to a learning experience. 

 A special lunch, chocolates and ice cream and rides on the Merry-Go-Round made children do what 
children are supposed to do the best – they laughed!
Mr Hein Odendaal, divisional Managing Director at Steinhoff is impressed by the determination of 
children who have benefitted from the programme to “pay it forward” through their eagerness to be 
the solution to South Africa's problems.  Having experienced the pain caused by HIV/AIDS in their 
own lives children like Sibongile (14) and Thulani (19) are dreaming big – they want to be the future 
lawyers, doctors and relief workers who will help South Africa succeed.  The programme evolves to 
ensure that the children cared for by the Steinhoff Extended Family Programme do in fact become 
contributing members of the society.

Abraham Kriel Childcare regards the 10 year long partnership and friendship as a GIFT 
beyond expectation.
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Hold me when I cry who they talk to and what they talk act: – responsibly and with care. 
about. We need to play with them Abraham Kriel Childcare will do 

Pick me up when I fall, whether I and teach them the difference the very best it can for the children 
grazed my knee or lost my grace. between right and wrong. We that cross our path, but we need 

need to be there so that they can your help. Let us be the gift that the 
Keep the monsters away when I trust us. We should be the role children of South Africa need 
am scared models that we want for our together.

children.  
Let me grow into the best person I “Way back when my sister and I 
can be. The children’s homes of this decided to leave our mother. We 

country have noticed a dramatic did it of our own free will. We saw 
• I am a girl or a boy. increase in the number of children that we would have no hope and 

with severe trauma and difficult no future if we were to stay there 
• I am newly born and I am a behaviour. This did not happen by any longer. We hoped that we 
teenager. chance or over a few days. would find a better life than the one 

Somewhere along the way we in which we were raised.” 
• I am the future of this country. adults, the people responsible, 

took our eyes off the ball. Watch Lerato Moshodi, old resident of 
If we are to make a difference in the news for a day or two. Things Abraham Kriel Childcare and 
the lives of children in need, we as are not well with our children. For currently a director of The 
a society need to start paying that reason we plead. Advertising Booth acknowledged 
attention to our children. the role this organisation played in 

Pay attention to the children giving her a chance of leading a 
We need to listen and to notice around you and if it is necessary, meaningful life.

ABRAHAM KRIEL
CHILDCARE

POBox 60066

Banking Details: Abraham Kriel Childcare. Absa Banks Acc : 140941336 Branch: 632005
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